
28. Mr. Zimmer – After School Program Support - Senate Bill 78 (Res 065-16/17) 

Noticed February 14, 2017 

 

Whereas, In 2002, voters approved Proposition 49 which provides a continuous appropriation of 

over $550 million annually to provide students in low-income communities access to safe, 

enriching after-school programs that offer academic assistance, enrichment activities, and 

recreational activities; the implementation of the ballot measure began in 2006 with the After 

School Education and Safety Program (Program); 

 

Whereas, On average, schools participating in the Program have more than 80% of their student 

population eligible for free and reduced price meals; 

 

Whereas, The California Afterschool Advocacy Alliance (CA3) has reported that the Program 

provides funding for over 4,000 elementary and middle schools throughout the State and serves 

more than 400,000 students daily; of the 400,000 participants, 110,000 are in the Los Angeles 

Unified School District (LAUSD); 

 

Whereas, Participants enrolled in the Program are 20% less likely than non-participants to drop 

out of school and 30% less likely than non-participants to commit a juvenile crime;  

 

Whereas, Participants in the Program in elementary school demonstrate improved attendance and 

higher GPAs in middle school; in addition, participants who attended the Program experience a 

statistically significant higher growth rate in California Standards Test (CST) scores in 

English/Language Arts and Math; 

 

Whereas, Insufficient funding levels have hindered the ability of the Program to operate, which 

has resulted in reduced staffing hours, reduced professional development, the abandonment of 

specialized instruction, and fewer spaces for children in the Program; 

 

Whereas, Working parents rely on safe and effective after-school programs to enable them to 



work additional hours to support their families, while children depend on these programs to 

obtain valuable skills and stay safe after school; 

 

Whereas, The Legislature is currently considering SB 78 (Leyva), which would appropriate 

additional funds for the Program and would require the State to increase grant amounts in 

alignment with minimum wage increases; and 

 

Whereas, SB 78 would ensure that children statewide will have an opportunity to enroll in the 

Program, and will also increase educational outcomes for students in the LAUSD; now, therefore 

be it 

 

Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District strongly 

supports Senate Bill 78, introduced by Senator Connie Leyva; and be it finally 

 

Resolved, That the Superintendent direct the Office of Government Relations to communicate 

the District’s position to the appropriate committees of the State Legislature and the Los Angeles 

delegation. 


