
June 1, 2017

 

The Honorable Jerry Brown 

Governor 

State Capitol  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Holly Mitchell  

Chair, Senate Budget Committee 

 

The Honorable Phil Ting 

Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 

State Capitol  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE: Support $100 million budget increase for After School Education and Safety program 

(Assembly budget) 

 

Dear Governor Brown, Chair Mitchell, Chair Ting, and Budget Conferees: 

 

We appreciate the actions of the Assembly and Senate Budget Committees to provide critical funding 

for the After School Education and Safety (ASES) program in response to the statutory minimum wage 

increases that have been passed onto these programs. We urge you to adopt the Assembly’s 

augmentation of $100 million in FY 2017-18 and the commitment to provide funding in future years 

from Proposition 64 (Marijuana Legalization) to keep after school program doors open for the children 

and families that rely on them. 

 

ASES programs are essential to California’s promise of educational equity and a safety net for low-

income communities. ASES serves more than 400,000 students daily in 4,200 schools in our highest 

poverty communities (over 80% of students in ASES qualify for Free or Reduced Price Meals). These 

programs provide hundreds of additional learning hours and enrichment opportunities, keep kids safely 

off of the streets during the prime time for crime involving children, serve nutritional meals, and offer 

essential child care for working parents. California-specific research has proven that these programs 

have a range of positive impacts including improved school attendance, English fluency, academic 

success, crime prevention, improved health and nutrition, and important social-emotional skill 

development. They are also cost-effective—with $2 to $9 dollars saved for every $1 invested.  

 

Despite increases in the state minimum wage (47%) and cost of living (21%), the state has not increased 

the budget for ASES since 2006. As a result, ASES programs have been stretched to their breaking 

point. Most programs surveyed in 2016 already had to reduce academic supports, enrichment activities, 

staff hours and/or training, and 29% are very likely to close their doors altogether within two years 

without an increase in the daily rate.  

 

Please support children and families across the state by ensuring they can continue to have access to the 

vital educational resources after school programs provide. When this item comes before the Budget 

Conference Committee, please adopt the Assembly’s augmentation for ASES.  

 

 

 

 
 



cc:  Senate President pro Tempore Kevin de León  

 Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon 

 Senator Ricardo Lara 

 Senator Richard Roth 

 Senator Jim Nielsen 

 Senator John Moorlach 

 Assembly Member Phillip Chen 

 Assembly Member Kevin McCarty 

 Assembly Member Jay Obernolte 

 Assembly Member Shirley Weber 

 Assembly Member Joaquin Arambula 

 


