
Proposed Elimination of 21st CCLC Rising State Minimum Wage

Again, President Trump’s budget calls for the elimination of the 
21st CCLC program in Fiscal Year 2020. 21st CCLC is the only 
federal funding explicitly for expanded learning (afterschool 
and summer) programs, and the only public funding source for 
high school programs.

As of October, the House and Senate have not reached an 
agreement on 21st CCLC funding. While we wait for final funding 
levels to be settled over the next month, there is strong bipartisan 
support in Congress to keep 21st CCLC programs open for the 
children, youth, and families who rely on them.

Afterschool programs still struggle to meet current and growing 
demand. Since 2007, the state minimum wage will have 
increased 62.5% (as of January 2020), but funding for ASES 
programs will have only increased 17%, including this year’s 8% 
increase. The state only provides $8.88 per child per day for at 
least 3 hours of care. 

ASES programs help working parents keep their jobs.  
A 2019 survey found that  if parents lost access to their 
afterschool program, 58% would have to reduce the number 
of hours they work, and 26% would have to stop working 
completely. Even as afterschool programs are forced to cut 
services for children in order to stay open, many families remain 
on waiting lists, vying for the limited slots available for children.

Research proves that afterschool programs help children learn, grow, and avoid risky behaviors. 
Students get better grades and gain the skills to prepare them for the jobs of tomorrow. 

The Benefits of Public Afterschool Programs
• Improve school attendance and reduce dropout rates.
• Help English Language Learners transition to proficiency.
• Expand STEAM learning and develop workforce skills.
• Build social-emotional skills, health, and nutrition.
• Prevent and reduce youth substance use and abuse.

• Reduce juvenile crime by keeping students engaged during 
the prime time for crime involving children.

• Helps parents keep their jobs by providing critical childcare.
• Savings: Every $1 invested in afterschool programs saves 

$2-$9 by increasing earning potential, improving academic 
achievement, and reducing juvenile crime.

Increasing costs and threats of eliminating federal funding puts children at risk of losing their 
afterschool programs and falling behind in school.

• Serve nearly 500,000 students at over 4,500 schools each day.
• Operate in the highest poverty communities to ensure that underserved 

students get the exposure, skills, and experiences essential for all 
children’s development and future.

California’s After School Education  
and Safety (ASES) Program &  
Federally funded 21st Century  
Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)

For additional information visit www.saveafterschool.com

AFTERSCHOOL WORKS
California’s afterschool & summer programs keep kids learning and keep parents working

To help close the achievement and opportunity gaps for kids and to support working families,  
we need to preserve and expand afterschool and summer programs across California.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/budget-fy2020.pdf
http://www.saveafterschool.com

