
 
 
 

 
 
 

March 19, 2019 
  
The Honorable Kevin McCarty 
California State Assembly  
State Capitol Building, Room 2136 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
RE: Support AB 1085: Substance Use Prevention Through After School Programs 
  
Dear Assembly Member McCarty: 
  
The California Afterschool Advocacy Alliance and the organizations listed below strongly support AB 
1085 to uphold Proposition 64’s (Prop. 64) promise to California voters to increase funding for 
afterschool programs to help prevent and reduce substance use among our children. 
  
In November 2016, the voters passed Prop. 64 which legalized, regulated, and taxed the adult use of 
cannabis. The Yes on Prop. 64 ballot argument stated that “64 pays for itself and raises billions for 
afterschool programs that help kids stay in school,” and afterschool programs were prominently 
featured in campaign ads. The Prop. 64 campaign clearly intended for afterschool programs to be a 
prime beneficiary of these new revenues and it is critical that laws and regulations honor this intent.  
 
AB 1085 expressly includes afterschool programs as a permissible use of the Youth Education, 
Prevention, Early Intervention and Treatment Account established under Prop. 64 in order to help 
ensure afterschool funding is prioritized to prevent and reduce youth substance use and improve school 
retention and performance. AB 1085 does not require any funding from the General Fund. 
  
Research shows that youth drug use increases in the afterschool hours and that quality afterschool 
programs prevent and reduce drug use, juvenile crime, and school dropout. Afterschool programs 
provide supervised alternative activities, safe spaces, positive adult relationships, and provide essential 
academic support and enrichment opportunities to help students succeed in school and prepare for the 
jobs of tomorrow.  
 
California’s publicly funded afterschool system serves nearly 500,000 students in over 4,500 schools 
daily. These programs provide vital services in high poverty communities throughout California – over 
84% of students enrolled in these programs are socio-economically disadvantaged.  
 
However, afterschool programs cannot meet the current and growing demand for these programs under 
the dual threat of dramatically under-resourced state-funded programs (After School Education and 
Safety – ASES) and President Trump’s proposed elimination of all federally funded programs (21st 
Century Community Learning Centers). Together, nearly 200,000 students and their families would 
lose their afterschool and summer programs in FY2019-20.  
 



AB 1085 is essential to keep the promise made by California voters for revenue from Prop.64 to 
support and increase access to high-quality afterschool programs for youth in California’s most 
underserved communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Assembly Education Committee  
 Assembly Health Committee  
 Assembly Appropriations Committee  
 Senate Education Committee  
 Senate Health Committee  
 Senate Appropriations Committee 
  
 


